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Harpist/composer Josh Layne has been called a ‘harp genius’ 
and a ‘consummate musician’. As a performer he has given solo 
recitals across Canada, the US, and in Europe as well as giving 
performances of five of the major harp concertos. Josh made his 
South American debut this year in Brazil at the Rio Harp Festival 
to rave reviews in 2013, and will return to Rio next week for 
performances on May 8th, 10th, and 11th.

Josh’s performance of the cadenza from Handel’s Concerto 
for Harp has received over 150,000 views on YouTube. Josh 
has been praised for both his virtuosity and the sensitivity of 
his playing. He has released four CDs of solo harp music, most 
recently Passage: music for solo harp (2013) which includes 
his own original compositions plus music by Bach, Beethoven, 
Fauré, and Renié

Josh started composing about nine years ago. His solo works 
for harp Passage (2005) and Rhapsody (2007) were both 
selected and performed at the Sonic Boom festival of new music 
in Vancouver.  Passage, Rhapsody, and Poem for solo harp 
(2012) were all part of Josh’s latest CD - Passage: music for solo 
harp

Other compositions include Cotton Butterfly (for harp and 
double bass) and a chamber work called Une nuit dans la forêt

Current projects include a work for harp and choir based on the 
poetry of Li Bai, a musical, and a ‘colour’ symphony.

In the fall of 2010 Josh started a biweekly video series on 
YouTube called “Harp Tuesday”, where he talks about various 
aspects of playing the harp - from your first lesson, to in-depth 
looks at advanced music.   
 
http://www.joshlayne.com/  

About Josh



PROGRAM

Concerto for Harp in 
B-flat major

Georg Friedrich Händel 
(1685-1759) 

edited and cadenza by Grandjany 

Für Elise Ludwig van Beethoven
(1770-1827) 

Rhapsodie Marcel Grandjany 
(1891-1975) 

 
 
 

Intermission 
 
 

Autumn Labyrinth (2013) Josh Layne  
(b. 1977)  

Prelude Op. 12, No. 7 Sergei Prokofiev 
(1891-1953) 

 

Hamabdil 
   with Erik Abbink, 
   baritone saxophone

Granville Bantock 
(1868-1946) 

 

Baroque Flamenco    Deborah Henson-Conant  
(b. 1953) 



Join our mailing list
Subscribe to our mailing list and receive email updates on up-
coming concerts and events: http://oakbaymusic.ca/newsletter/

Thank you
Ivy’s Books, Monday Magazine (Janis La Couvée), Oak Bay 
News (Christine van Reeuwyk), Times Colonist, Focus Magazine, 
St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Marianne McGahon, Curt Bergen, 
and everyone in Oak Bay and Victoria who is helping to make 
the Oak Bay Matinée concert series successful.

We acknowledge the support of the CRD Arts Development 
Service through the participating municipalities of Esquimalt, 
Highlands, Metchosin, Oak Bay, Saanich, Sidney, Victoria and 
View Royal.

About us
Oak Bay Matinée is a monthly concert series, bringing classical 
music performed by outstanding local and regional performers 
to the Oak Bay community. It is brought to you by the Oak Bay 
Music Society, a non-profit organization.

 
http://oakbaymusic.ca

 

More information 
Oak Bay Music Society
2189 Beaverbrooke St, Oak Bay  
778.402.0815 | erik@oakbaymusic.ca
www.oakbaymusic.ca 
www.facebook.com/oakbaymusic


